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This phrase “the word of the kingdom” is at the heart of our Christian faith. This phrase has also been
at the center of some controversy lately; some groups within the Church hold conferences to teach it,
while others within the Church declare any teachings of the sort to be “heretical.” This could be
easily resolved if one would accurately discern the scriptural usage and definition of this essential
term, rather than rely on historical Church teachings. And to do this, it takes some time and effort.
Today | will take you through a brief summation of the meaning of the phrase...it is up to you to
continue to study the Scriptures concerning it.

1). To begin, let’s see where we get the phrase, “the word of the kingdom.” This particular wording is
found only in the Gospel of Matthew, in an explanation given by Jesus to His disciples concerning a
parable He had just spoken. It reads—

Matthew 13:1-8, 18-23

1 That day Jesus went out of the house and was sitting by the sea. 2 And large crowds
gathered to Him, so He got into a boat and sat down, and the whole crowd was standing on the beach.
3 And He spoke many things to them in parables, saying, "Behold, the sower went out to sow; 4 and as
he sowed, some seeds fell beside the road...

18 "Hear then the parable of the sower. 19 "When anyone hears the word of the kingdom
and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart....

e This parable is also recorded in the Gospels of Mark and Luke, and because it is recorded
elsewhere we would be able to see, by encompassing all three accounts, the full panorama of
details. (For our purposes, we’ll just concentrate solely on determining the definition of the
phrase, “the word of the kingdom,” and not each facet of what the parable teaches us.)

e Take a look at Matthew 13:18-19 and you’ll see that Jesus tells us that “the word of the
kingdom” is the seed from His parable of the sower. This seed, the word of the kingdom, is to
be heard and it is sown into the hearts of individuals. And of those who hear it, there are four
varying results.

e Mark records the same parable but uses a different phrase to represent the seed that is
sown—
Mark 4:14-15
14 "The sower sows the word. 15 "These are the ones who are beside the road where the
word is sown; and when they hear, immediately Satan comes and takes away the word which
has been sown in them.”

e Jesus clearly says that the seed is “the word.” Well, the word of what? Just the words spoken
in general...the entire word of God...what? Let’s compare it with Luke’s version—
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Luke 8:11-12

11 "Now the parable is this: the seed is the word of God. 12 "Those beside the road are those
who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the word from their heart, so that they
will not believe and be saved.”

e Luke says that the seed is the “word of God.” So we have “word of the kingdom,” “word,” and
“word of God” used interchangeably; therefore, they must all be talking about the same thing.
And notice that all three versions say that this “word” is heard—so it must be a spoken
message of some sort.

2). So let’s put in context the parable itself, when it is spoken, and why it was spoken. This will shed
light on the message termed “the word of the kingdom.”

e Jesus begins to speak in parables for a reason, and He tells us why. Read Matthew Chapter 12
and you’ll see an event transpire between Jesus and the religious leaders in which Jesus heals
a man with a withered hand in a synagogue, on the Sabbath, and the leaders want to destroy
Him for it. Jesus then heals a demon-possessed man, which causes a crowd who witnessed it
to ask the question whether this Jesus was indeed the Promised Son of David (remember this
term “Son of David” for we will be coming back to it later). At this point the leaders publicly
speak against what Jesus has just done, attributing the casting out of the demon to the work
of Beelzebul, the ruler of the demons.

e Wow. Here is the One born King of the Jews—God Himself—in the midst of His own people
offering healing and forgiveness, and the leaders tell Him (and all of those in earshot who
were just wondering whether this was indeed the Promised Son of David) that Jesus was
doing it by the power of Satan. Jesus then tells the leaders that what they have done will not
be forgiven them—either in this age, or in the age to come.

e Then on that same day Jesus leaves the house, sits by the sea, and speaks to a multitude of
people gathered around Him. He then begins to speak in parables, beginning with the parable
of the sower. Following the telling of the first parable Jesus’ disciples question Him about why
He has begun to speak in parables. Jesus answers—

Matthew 13:11-17

11 And He answered and said to them, "To you it has been granted to know the mysteries of the
kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been granted. 12 "For whoever has, to him shall more be
given, and he shall have an abundance; but whoever does not have, even what he has shall be taken
away from him. 13 "Therefore | speak to them in parables; because while seeing they do not see, and
while hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand. 14 "And in their case the prophecy of Isaiah is
being fulfilled, which says, 'YOU WILL KEEP ON HEARING, BUT WILL NOT UNDERSTAND; AND YOU WILL
KEEP ON SEEING, BUT WILL NOT PERCEIVE; 15 FOR THE HEART OF THIS PEOPLE HAS BECOME DULL,
AND WITH THEIR EARS THEY SCARCELY HEAR, AND THEY HAVE CLOSED THEIR EYES LEST THEY SHOULD
SEE WITH THEIR EYES, AND HEAR WITH THEIR EARS, AND UNDERSTAND WITH THEIR HEART AND
RETURN, AND | SHOULD HEAL THEM.' 16 "But blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your ears,
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because they hear. 17 "For truly | say to you, that many prophets and righteous men desired to see
what you see, and did not see it; and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it.

e |t is obvious from verse 11 that the telling of parables has to do with knowing “the mysteries
of the kingdom of heaven” (Mark and Luke use the phrase, “the mysteries of the kingdom of
God”). Itis no surprise that Jesus would tie His parables to the mysteries of the kingdom since
the primary focus of His earthly ministry was concerning this coming kingdom—

Matthew 4:17
From that time Jesus began to preach and say, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven [Lit. “the
kingdom of the heavens”] is at hand."

Luke 4:43
But He said to them, "I must preach the kingdom of God to the other cities also, for | was sent
for this purpose.”

e We can easily see that the seed that was sown—the message that was given—was concerning
the kingdom. The “word of the kingdom,” “the word,” and “the word of God”—all
synonymous terms in the parable of the sower—is the message that Jesus brought at His first
coming, everything that Jesus spoke of, and He spoke of and embodied all things contained in
the Old Testament (the only “Word” available at that point in time), for all things concerning
God’s Word were about Him—

John 1:14
And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us...

Luke 24:27
And beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them the things
concerning Himself in all the Scriptures.

3). It is at this point that the simple turns a bit more complex, for to understand the message that
Jesus brought to Israel, one must have an understanding of certain fundamentals.

e The primary issue to be understood in Jesus’ message is who His audience was. Who was He
speaking to? At this point please do not get caught up in the reflexive response of “He is
speaking to you and me!” Because yes, secondarily, He is. But primarily, who did Jesus come
to with the message of “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand”? He came to Israel, of
course, with a message for the nation of Israel—

Matthew 15:24
But He answered and said, "l was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel."

Matthew 10: 5-7

5 These twelve Jesus sent out after instructing them, saying, "Do not go in the way of the Gentiles,
and do not enter any city of the Samaritans; 6 but rather go to the lost sheep of the house of
Israel. 7 "And as you go, preach, saying, 'The kingdom of heaven is at hand.'
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e This “word of the kingdom” was a message for Jesus’ own people. It was a message for the
Jewish people by a Jewish Man. But they rejected the message and they rejected the
Messenger, and it was only after their rejection of the message that this message was then
sent on to those who would receive it and Him (the Gentiles)—

Acts 28:24-28

24 And some were being persuaded by the things spoken, but others would not believe. 25
And when they did not agree with one another, they began leaving after Paul had spoken one
parting word, "The Holy Spirit rightly spoke through Isaiah the prophet to your fathers, 26
saying, 'GO TO THIS PEOPLE AND SAY, "YOU WILL KEEP ON HEARING, BUT WILL NOT
UNDERSTAND; AND YOU WILL KEEP ON SEEING, BUT WILL NOT PERCEIVE; 27 FOR THE HEART
OF THIS PEOPLE HAS BECOME DULL, AND WITH THEIR EARS THEY SCARCELY HEAR, AND THEY
HAVE CLOSED THEIR EYES; LEST THEY SHOULD SEE WITH THEIR EYES, AND HEAR WITH THEIR
EARS, AND UNDERSTAND WITH THEIR HEART AND RETURN, AND | SHOULD HEAL THEM."' 28
"Let it be known to you therefore, that this salvation of God has been sent to the Gentiles;
they will also listen."

e Did you notice verses 26-27? It reads exactly as Matthew 13:14-15! It's a quote from the
same lsaiah passage. Paul’s message of the kingdom (cf Acts 20:25) to Israel was fully rejected
at this point in Acts (68 AD), and remember that Jesus began speaking in parables 34-35 years
earlier to Israel—concerning the mysteries of the kingdom—because they did not understand
or perceive what He was saying, and they did not want to turn to Him and have Him heal
them! Israel exhibited, time and time again, a complete lack of concern or interest in the
word of the kingdom. And because of this, this “word of the kingdom,” this “salvation of God”
would be sent to the Gentiles.

4). We now need to ask, “What would Israel have understood the message concerning the kingdom
to be?” In other words, Jesus’ entire earthly ministry was centered around things concerning the
kingdom of heaven/God; therefore, what was His message about? Because that message is the same
message that you and | need to hear, understand, pay attention to, and receive.

e Many Christians assume that the message concerning the kingdom is about the way and the
means for those born dead in trespasses and sins (those known as the “unsaved”) to be
reconciled to God. In other words, they believe that the word of the kingdom is about
salvation/deliverance from an eternity in hell. If that were the case, then Jesus’ earthly
ministry would have been targeted to unsaved individuals, right? And if you follow that train
of thought, then one must conclude that the nation of Israel was not saved and did not have
spiritual understanding. But can that be true? Follow me, here.

e Read this passage from Paul—

1Corinthians 2:10-3:4
10 For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even
the depths of God. 11 For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the spirit of
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the man, which is in him? Even so the thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit of God.
12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we
might know the things freely given to us by God, 13 which things we also speak, not in words
taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with
spiritual words. 14 But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; for they
are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually
appraised. 15 But he who is spiritual appraises all things, yet he himself is appraised by no
man. 16 For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, THAT HE SHOULD INSTRUCT HIM?
But we have the mind of Christ.

3:1 And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual men, but as to men of flesh, as
to babes in Christ. 2 | gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not yet able to
receive it. Indeed, even now you are not yet able, 3 for you are still fleshly. For since there is
jealousy and strife among you, are you not fleshly, and are you not walking like mere men? 4
For when one says, "l am of Paul," and another, "l am of Apollos," are you not mere men?

e Pay close attention to what Paul says here to his fellow brethren (meaning those of the
Church, the body of Christ—saved individuals). He admonishes them for acting fleshly, like
natural men, when they have the Spirit within them and are able to access the very thoughts
of God! Yet, they were acting as if they were natural—unsaved—and because of this Paul was
unable to give them solid food (mature teachings). He implores them to repent of this foolish
behavior.

e And Paul makes a clear distinction concerning the natural—unsaved—man and the spiritual
man. Only the spiritual man (the saved individual who isn’t acting fleshly) can appraise (which
means to examine, judge, and discern) spiritual matters! A natural man cannot appraise
spiritual things because they are foolishness. And a fleshly man cannot appraise spiritual
things because they are foolishness, but he has the potential to be able to.

e So if a natural—unsaved man—cannot understand spiritual things and has no potential to be
able to understand spiritual things (unless he were to become a “spiritual” man), why would
Jesus come to the nation of Israel speaking spiritual things? Jesus spoke for three years
concerning the spiritual things contained within the Old Testament—He spoke endlessly
about the spiritual meanings behind the letters and words written by the prophets of God
before Him (note the Sermon on the Mount). He expected His people to hear Him,
understand Him, and then change their behavior—repent—and accept Him as their King. An
unsaved person cannot be taught the intricacies of spiritual matters....an unsaved person can
only accept the gift of a price paid on their behalf. And when they do, they pass out of death
(the death they were born into) and then are able to discern spiritual things. (You need to
really, really get this point.)

e The nation of Israel at Jesus’ first coming was a group of saved individuals who had, in the
same manner as those Paul addressed in the Church at Corinth years later, been acting fleshly.
This was the crux of the cycle Israel was stuck in since their inception (remember that they
were initially saved out of bondage by a blood sacrifice). They would follow God, obey Him,
start to stray & turn disobedient, God would send a prophet to plead that they repent, Israel
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would repent and ask for forgiveness, God would forgive them, Israel would follow God again,
obey Him again, start to stray again & turn disobedient again...

And because they were acting fleshly, they could not understand the spiritual things that Jesus
was speaking about. That is why John the Baptist first, then Jesus, and then the apostles
brought the message of REPENTANCE. And that is exactly why the prophecy spoken by Isaiah
was reiterated by Jesus Himself to the leaders of the nation when they rejected Him and
attributed His work to Beelzebul (and Paul when his message was rejected). The nation of
Israel deserved these words—

"The Holy Spirit rightly spoke through Isaiah the prophet to your fathers, 26 saying, 'GO TO
THIS PEOPLE AND SAY, "YOU WILL KEEP ON HEARING, BUT WILL NOT UNDERSTAND; AND YOU
WILL KEEP ON SEEING, BUT WILL NOT PERCEIVE; 27 FOR THE HEART OF THIS PEOPLE HAS
BECOME DULL, AND WITH THEIR EARS THEY SCARCELY HEAR, AND THEY HAVE CLOSED THEIR
EYES; LEST THEY SHOULD SEE WITH THEIR EYES, AND HEAR WITH THEIR EARS, AND
UNDERSTAND WITH THEIR HEART AND RETURN, AND | SHOULD HEAL THEM.""

Their returning to God in order to be healed was about their hardness of heart and their
disobedience, not about anyone’s “unsaved” status. Most assuredly, it is the very ones who
are able to hear spiritual things and have the capacity to obey them that receive the harshest
reprimands if they choose not to. They are accountable.

5). The message of the kingdom was not a new teaching for the nation of Israel. It couldn’t have
been. Jesus was the Promised One, the Anointed One, the very One that they were anxiously waiting

for.

The entire Old Testament pointed to the One. Therefore, the answer to what the kingdom

message was can easily be answered by looking through the Old Testament Scriptures. (Follow me
here as | give a quick summation of the OT.)

Upon the initial transgression by the first man and first woman we read about God’s promise
of a Redeemer (Gen. 3:14-15). God specifically told the serpent (Satan, Rev. 12:9) that there
would be One who would crush his head, and that One would be the seed of the woman. This
promised One would be the victor over Satan, the one known as the god of this world/age and
the ruler of this world/age (John 12:31; John 14:30; John 16:11; Il Cor. 4:4).

Fast forward to the sons of Noah—Ham, Shem, and Japheth. A statement is made in Genesis
9:26-27 that of these three sons, God is the God of Shem only. Canaan (on behalf of Ham)
would be his servant and Japheth would need to go to Shem’s tent in order to partake of his
God.

Now to Abram (later called Abraham), who is a direct descendant of Shem. God makes
several very clear promises to Abraham concerning his descendants and a specific, detailed
chunk of land that God describes and shows to Abram. The promises are found in Genesis 15-
22 and are briefly thus:
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0 Abram’s descendants would possess the specific land, they would be numerous in
number, through Abram all the families of the earth would be blessed, those who bless
him God will bless, those who curse him God would curse. God would be their God,
kings would come forth from Abraham, and his descendants would possess the gates
of their enemies.

0 This idea of “possessing the gates of one’s enemies” means to have governmental
control over those who would be hostile toward them. These promises essentially
state that God would place Abraham’s descendants in this specific land, and through
these descendants God’s blessing would flow to the nations. In this land, Abraham’s
descendants would rule over their enemies. This was the expected kingdom.

e Do not miss this important concept: Abraham’s descendants would rule over the other
nations of the earth with God as their Head. In fact, it is clearly stated another way—
Abrahams' descendants would inherit the world—

Romans 4:13
For the promise to Abraham or to his descendants that he would be heir of the world...

e This was not a bizarre thought or a foreign concept! Man was created to rule over the earth
(Gen. 1:26-28). And when man sinned he forfeited that right. But God promised that One
would come who would destroy the current ruler—Satan—and man would take his rightful
place with God, in a position of rulership. Honestly, this particular teaching concerning the
rulership of man is so basic, yet it is the most misunderstood aspect of our salvation that
exists today...especially within the Church. Please read the following passage carefully—

Hebrews 2:5-9

5 For He did not subject to angels the world to come, concerning which we are speaking. 6 But one
has testified somewhere, saying, "WHAT IS MAN, THAT THOU REMEMBEREST HIM? OR THE SON
OF MAN, THAT THOU ART CONCERNED ABOUT HIM? 7 "THOU HAST MADE HIM FOR A LITTLE
WHILE LOWER THAN THE ANGELS; THOU HAST CROWNED HIM WITH GLORY AND HONOR, AND
HAST APPOINTED HIM OVER THE WORKS OF THY HANDS; 8 THOU HAST PUT ALL THINGS IN
SUBJECTION UNDER HIS FEET." For in subjecting all things to him [man], He left nothing that is not
subject to him [man]. But now we do not yet see all things subjected to him [man]. 9 But we do
see [Jesus]....

0 Clearly, the world to come will not be subjected to angels. Then ask yourself, “Who
will it be subjected to?” Read on about what the author is speaking about. Man was
made for a little while lower than the angels (Satan is an angel and he is currently the
ruler of this world, but concerning the world to come, he will not be). God has
appointed man over the works of His hand (context states that these “things” are the
heavens, the moon and the stars—Psalm 8 [this Hebrew passage is a quote from it]).

0 So did you catch that? God has appointed man over the works of His hands, and this
directly concerns the subjection of (i.e. rulership of) the world to come. Isn’t that what
this says? However, we do not yet see all things subjected to man. Hmm. Not yet.
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When will it be? In the world to come, since that is what the Scripture says. Hold on to
this thought while we continue with the story about Abraham.

e Then, after Abraham, these same promises are repeated to Isaac, Abraham’s son, and to
Jacob, Isaac’s son.

e Then we get to the enslavement of Jacob and his 12 sons (and their families) in the land of
Egypt, where the initial 70 that travel there during a famine (under Joseph’s second-in-
command status) begin to multiply in number. Joseph dies, another pharaoh takes over, and
the Hebrew people (the descendants of Abraham through Isaac and Jacob) are made into
slaves.

e Then God sends them Moses, a descendant of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Through Moses,
God effectively delivers Abraham’s descendants from the bondage of slavery (by the use of a
substitutionary blood sacrifice), in order to take them to the land that He promised to them.
In this land they would experience the fulfillment of the promises made to their father,
Abraham. Moses makes a declaration to them in which we find a conditional aspect to them
entering this land (Ex. 19:5-6). In order for them to be a kingdom of priests, ruling other
nations, God’s own possession, in this land in which God’s blessings would flow through them
to the surrounding nations and they would experience rest from all of their enemies,
possessing governmental control over them, they would need to obey His commands. Then,
throughout the rest of Exodus and Leviticus (and some of Numbers, repeated in
Deuteronomy) we read the exact details of what they were to obey.

e The first generation, the generation redeemed out of slavery, a nation with spiritual
understanding (I Cor. 10:1-15) then failed to enter into this Promised Land because they
refused to believe what God had said concerning Himself, and the land. God had promised
that they would be victorious in removing the current inhabitants of the land, but the nation
of Israel (all but two people) grew fearful and disbelieving. God then refused them entrance
into the land.

e Almost 40 years later, Joshua leads the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (the second
generation out of Egypt, not the first), into the land. For a while they experienced rest from
all of their enemies, but the nation spiraled into disobedience. God had made it abundantly
clear what the consequences for disobedience were, and it is a MUST-READ—Leviticus 26:1-
46 and Deuteronomy 28:1-68. If God’s people, the nation of Israel, remained obedient
(which encompassed repenting and offering a sacrifice when they sinned), they would remain
in the land and the promises (concerning possessing the gates of their enemies and bringing
God’s blessing to all the nations, ruling over them all) would be fulfilled. If they did not obey,
they would be given into the hands of their enemies. As we know, their history was one of
disobedience; therefore, the promises were never fully realized and they were given into the
hands of their enemies.

6). What does this have to do with the word of the kingdom, you ask? Please notice what Israel’s
purpose was. They were to be the head of the nations, with God at their head, ruling over all other
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nations, free from all their enemies, while delivering God’s blessings to all. Again, this was their
purpose. They never fully achieved this and they looked forward to the day in which they would. And
along the way the promise of One from their midst leading them to this destination was clear—

Deuteronomy 18:15
[Moses speaking] "The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from
your countrymen, you shall listen to him.”

Il Samuel 7:12-14

12 "When your days are complete and you lie down with your fathers, | will raise up your descendant
after you, who will come forth from you, and | will establish his kingdom. 13 "He shall build a house for
My name, and | will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 "l will be a father to him and he
will be a son to Me...”

Isaiah 9:6-7

6 For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; and the government will rest on His shoulders;
and His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. 7 There
will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace, on the throne of David and over his
kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness From then on and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will accomplish this.

Luke 1:31-33

31 "And behold, you will conceive in your womb, and bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus. 32 "He
will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of
His father David; 33 and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever; and His kingdom will have no
end."

e The fulfillment of man’s purpose, the fulfillment of Israel’s purpose through the fulfillment of
the promises to Abraham, and the fulfillment of the promises of the One King setting up this
Kingdom for Israel were all one and the same. It was what the nation of Israel was looking for
and expecting. So the One born King of the Jews coming with a message concerning the
establishment of the kingdom—the word of the kingdom—would have been (should have
been) a time of overwhelming excitement to the nation! Remember that the people asked,
just prior to the event concerning the leaders attributing Jesus’ power to the ruler of the
demons, whether this Man was indeed the Son of David? Read Il Samuel 7:14 again and see
that the expectations surrounding this Expected One could only have gone to thoughts of the
establishment of the kingdom. It was a continuation of the same messages that the prophets
had brought (note Hebrews 1:1-2)—Repent in order that God can fulfill His promises. Jesus
was saying these same things! Yet, as they killed the prophets before Him, they simply did not
want to hear or understand or turn their hardened hearts back to God.

e Israel rejected their King and rejected their Kingdom. Jesus spoke very clearly concerning this
rejection—

9|Page



What is the word of the kingdom?

Matthew 21:43
"Therefore | say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you, and be given to a
nation producing the fruit of it.”

e This message of the establishment of the kingdom in which the inhabitants—the descendants
of Abraham—would possess the gates of their enemies and would rule over all other nations,
bringing the blessings of God to them, was taken from Israel and would be given to a new
nation, a nation who would produce the fruit of the kingdom.

7). Now, remember Hebrews 2 concerning man, and God appointing him over the works of His
hands? The heavens and the stars... And Abraham’s descendants are to inherit the world? And this
world, which Satan currently rules, will not be subjected to angels but to man? Well where does
Satan currently rule from? The heavens (Eph. 6:12). So what specifically was the kingdom of the
heavens? Of course! It’s concerning the promise made to Abraham and his descendants, concerning
man’s rulership and ownership of the world, and it’s about Satan’s position being replaced by
man/Man. So yes, Israel was expecting a real kingdom and Jesus was offering a real kingdom. A
kingdom that fulfilled all the promises made to Abraham—a kingdom that is established in the
heavens, from which rulership of the earth comes. This is the kingdom that Israel rejected.

e This new nation being offered the kingdom is the Church, who because of the death of Jesus
are able to be grafted into the family of Abraham and be recipients of the same promises
(Jesus was from the line of Judah, the son of Jacob, the son of Isaac, the son of Abraham) (Gal.
3:7-9). Now the Church, the body of Christ, is set to receive these same promises concerning
the establishment of the kingdom of the heavens.

e BUT, just as there were conditions placed on God’s people concerning obedience in order to
receive the promises, the individuals of the Church have conditions too.
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0 Remember, initial faith in God’s provision of death and shed blood—Jesus Christ—

places one into the family of God and makes one a descendant of Abraham, able to
receive the promises concerning a kingdom and a rest from our enemies. Initial faith
in God makes spiritual perception and understanding possible. Initial faith in the price
paid by Jesus on that cross brings us out of death and into life...and from that point we
can choose to act like spiritual men or fleshly men.) If we choose to live like fleshly
men, then we are no better than that nation of Israel to whom the original offer of the
kingdom was given. They were told to repent in order to receive it and they didn't.
There is a reason the following words were recorded to the Church (saved
individuals)—

Romans 8:12-14

12 So then, brethren, we are under obligation, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh--
13 for if you are living according to the flesh, you must die; but if by the Spirit you are putting
to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all who are being led by the Spirit of God,
these are sons of God.

| Corinthians 6:9-10
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9 Or do you not know that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be
deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals,
10 nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, shall inherit the
kingdom of God.

| Corinthians 10:1-12

1 For | do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that our fathers were all under the
cloud and all passed through the sea; 2 and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in
the sea; 3 and all ate the same spiritual food; 4 and all drank the same spiritual drink, for they
were drinking from a spiritual rock which followed them; and the rock was Christ. 5
Nevertheless, with most of them God was not well-pleased; for they were laid low in the
wilderness.

6 Now these things happened as examples for us, so that we would not crave evil things
as they also craved. 7 Do not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is written, "THE PEOPLE
SAT DOWN TO EAT AND DRINK, AND STOOD UP TO PLAY." 8 Nor let us act immorally, as some
of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in one day. 9 Nor let us try the Lord, as some of
them did, and were destroyed by the serpents. 10 Nor grumble, as some of them did, and
were destroyed by the destroyer. 11 Now these things happened to them as an example, and
they were written for our instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages have come. 12
Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed that he does not fall.

Hebrews 3:7-12

7 Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit says, "TODAY IF YOU HEAR HIS VOICE, 8 DO NOT HARDEN
YOUR HEARTS AS WHEN THEY PROVOKED ME, AS IN THE DAY OF TRIAL IN THE WILDERNESS, 9
WHERE YOUR FATHERS TRIED Me BY TESTING Me, AND SAW MY WORKS FOR FORTY YEARS. 10
"THEREFORE | WAS ANGRY WITH THIS GENERATION, AND SAID, 'THEY ALWAYS GO ASTRAY IN
THEIR HEART, AND THEY DID NOT KNOW MY WAYS'; 11 AS | SWORE IN MY WRATH, 'THEY
SHALL NOT ENTER MY REST." 12 Take care, brethren, that there not be in any one of you an
evil, unbelieving heart that falls away from the living God.

e Please do not misunderstand these verses nor trivialize the underlying warnings contained
within. The epistles of the New Testament were written to the members of the Church...to
those already possessing spiritual understanding. The Church is the body of Christ—Romans
12:5; | Corinthians 12:12; Ephesians 3:6; Ephesians 4:12, to name just a few. Therefore, we
must understand that there is something very real and very important at hand that we have
the option to either gain a hold of or lose.

e The real issue now is to put into perspective exactly what we Christians stand to lose if we live
our lives guided by our flesh rather than guided by the Spirit. Is it a temporary loss or a
permanent one? Is it a present loss or a future loss? It’s our participation in the kingdom that
we stand to lose, so when exactly is that kingdom?

8). Is the kingdom of God/heaven a literal kingdom, or is it a figurative one? Is it now, or is it future?
This is really what is at the heart of understanding and defining “the word of the kingdom.”

11| Page



What is the word of the kingdom?

The kingdom was “at hand” with Jesus’ earthly ministry. The kingdom was “among” them
when Jesus taught and preached, for their King was in their midst and He was ready to take
His rightful position if the nation of Israel would heed His words and repent, thereby able to
take their rightful position. They didn’t repent and instead they killed their King.

Did the kingdom then get instituted after Jesus’ death and resurrection? Many, many
Christians think it did and that we can now participate in that kingdom in a figurative, spiritual
way if we allow Christ to rule us as King. If we don’t allow that then we lose out on that
kingdom experience. Nice thought, but off the mark. Here’s why.

The expectation of the institution of the kingdom at Jesus’ first coming was understood by His
audience (Israel) to be a real, physical kingdom, in a real, physical land (not only the earthly
one but the heavenly one as well, ¢f Hebrews 11:8-10, 16), with real, physical relief and rest
from all their enemies. The institution of the kingdom of the heavens was to remove Satan
and his angels from their positions in the heavens, which is currently a real kingdom, with
Satan at its head, ruling over the earth. This is all very real and very literal.

Did the death, resurrection, and ascension of Christ bring any of this to fruition? The epistle
writers, particularly Paul, still maintained that Satan was the ruler of the world. The Church
did not and has not received rest from their enemies (the enemies being the flesh, the devil,
the world and death). And clearly the author of Hebrews states that it is in the world to come
that man will rule. And | don’t know about you, but | am not currently ruling over the works
of God’s hands, and my fleshly sin nature still seems to have power.

9). Hebrews 4:9 states clearly that there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God. And the
writer of Hebrews ties our rest in with the first generation of Israel who did NOT get to enter God’s
rest, which was in the land (and warns of the same potential outcome for the Christian today). So
let’s look at that second generation who DID get to enter the rest (for a short while, because staying
in the land was conditioned upon their obedience, remember), and see exactly what the “rest” is.

Deuteronomy 12:9-10

9... for you have not as yet come to the resting place and the inheritance which the LORD your God is
giving you. 10 "When you cross the Jordan and live in the land which the LORD your God is giving you
to inherit, and He gives you rest from all your enemies around you so that you live in security...

The place of “rest” for Israel was their inheritance, and it was to be realized in the land that
God would give them (a real, physical land). This rest constituted a rest from all of their
enemies, wherein a kingdom would be set up with God at the head.

So let’s read about OUR inheritance, which is the “rest” that still remains for us, and see
where it is.

1Peter 1:3-4
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What is the word of the kingdom?

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused
us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to obtain
an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you.

Colossians 3:24
...knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance.

Our inheritance (our land in which we will have rest from all of our enemies) is a reward, and
it is reserved for us in heaven. What else are we Christians told about our inheritance, which is
our rest?

1Corinthians 6:9-10
9 Or do you not know that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be
deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters... shall inherit the kingdom of God.

Our inheritance, which is our rest, which is in heaven reserved for us, is the kingdom. And
since it still remains for us, and it isn’t here (it’s in heaven), then it must be future, right? Let’s
see...

1Corinthians 15:50
Now | say this, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does the
perishable inherit the imperishable.

We are clearly told by Paul that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom. The context here in |
Corinthians Chapter 15 is that we must have new heavenly bodies, given to us at the
resurrection, in order to receive our inheritance, which is our “rest,” which is the kingdom in
the heavens. So the kingdom is not now, nor do we own it now, nor is our rest now, nor do we
have our inheritance now. It must all be realized at the time of the resurrection, which is future.

10). Now is this literal kingdom that is coming (a kingdom in which we may or may not inherit,
depending on our behaviors) going to last forever? In other words, is this a temporary reward (or
loss) or a permanent one?

If we go back to Hebrews 4:9 again we would see that there is a Sabbath rest that still remains
for the people of God. We've determined that the rest is the kingdom, the reward of the
inheritance that is reserved in heaven for us. It is in this kingdom that man will rule, with
Jesus. Please continue to draw the connections between us and that first generation, just as
the author of Hebrews has done. The Sabbath, for them, was their Seventh Day. It was the
day that was set apart by God Himself to be kept holy, in which no one was to work. If anyone
did work on the Sabbath, that person was to be killed, cut off from the rest of the nation.
This was in recognition of the same pattern God set in His initial work in Genesis 1. He worked
for six days and rested on the seventh, and He expected Israel to do the same.
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What is the word of the kingdom?

It is no small matter that God begins His revelation to man with this pattern of 6 days followed
by a 7" day of rest. If you take notice of Peter’s wordage in the following verse we can see
something substantial—

Il Peter 3:3-4, 8

3 Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, following after their
own lusts, 4 and saying, "Where is the promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all
continues just as it was from the beginning of creation." 8 But do not let this one fact escape your
notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.

Concerning the promise of His [Jesus’] coming, and the scoffers who mock it, we see that the
one fact not to escape our notice (the Church’s notice) is that a day is as a thousand years, and
a thousand years is as one day. This has to do with the promise of Christ’s coming. Think
about this for a minute. Christ came the first time to institute the kingdom, was rejected, and
will yet come a second time to still yet institute His kingdom. This is what the promise was,
and is, all about.

And God says (through the pen of Peter) that “a day is as a thousand years.” How many days
did God work to restore the earth and the heavens in Genesis 1:2-2:3? Six days. How long did
He rest? One day. How long has it been since Adam was created? Genealogies throughout
the Scriptures show us that it has been around 6,000 years to date, give or take. Huh. 6 days
= 6,000 years. And how long did God rest in His initial pattern? One day. How long will the
coming rest, which is the coming kingdom, which is the inheritance, last?

Revelation 20: 4-6

4...and they came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 5 The rest of the dead did
not come to life until the thousand years were completed. This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed
and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no
power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years.

How long do these saints rule with Christ? One thousand years. The Seventh Day=1,000
years.

Perhaps we shouldn’t be letting this one fact escape our notice.

Note that the kingdom of Christ will last 1,000 years and it will end, yet the rule of God will
continue. | repeat. The kingdom of Christ will last 1,000 years and it will end, yet the rule of
God will continue. Jesus is God...but we are talking about things concerning this earth and this
heaven, and Jesus’ primary role is to rule as King until He has brought redemption and
restoration to that which was cursed. We read this from Paul—

| Corinthians 15:24-26

24 ..then comes the end, when He [Jesus] delivers up the kingdom to the God and Father, when He
has abolished all rule and all authority and power. 25 For He must reign until He has put all His
enemies under His feet. 26 The last enemy that will be abolished is death.
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What is the word of the kingdom?

e How long must Jesus’ reign last? Until He has put all of His enemies under His feet and has
abolished death. And Death, we can read in Rev. 20:7-14, is abolished at the end of the
thousand years...at the end of the Seventh Day.

e If you kept reading in Revelation Chapter 21, you would read the description of the new
heavens and the new earth, for the first ones pass away. The end of this time, this 7,000 years
of time needed for restoration, will end with the destruction of the current heavens and
earth. The last thousand years (of the 7,000 years) in which Christ rules His kingdom with a
rod of iron is a set period of time, a time that is called “the age to come” throughout the
Scriptures (and the Greek word for ‘age’ is “aion” which means a period of time with a
beginning and an end).

e Whether we Christians participate in that time with Christ is determined now by our behaviors
and our mindset. If we set our minds on things above and follow the Lord with all of heart,
then we receive that reward (Col. 3:24). If we choose to follow our own selfish desires and
guench the Spirit, then we will not receive the reward. And please note that none of this has
to do with losing our salvation—our salvation gives us life for eternity with God...and the
reward has to do with a set period of time within the seven thousand years of time.

That is what the word of the kingdom is.

11). Many opponents of those who teach “the word of the kingdom” in this manner—a temporary
separation during the kingdom age between those Christians who are faithful and those who are
not—object on one main point. It is their contention that this viewpoint teaches a salvation by
works, a work-driven means of receiving the reward. To those critics | offer the following verses—

Ephesians 2:10
For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand
so that we would walk in them.

James 2:20-22

20 But are you willing to recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith without works is useless [Lit. ‘dead’]?
21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up Isaac his son on the altar? 22
You see that faith was working with his works, and as a result of the works, faith was perfected...

| Peter 1:9
...obtaining as the outcome [Lit. ‘goal’] of your faith the salvation of your souls.

James 1:21-22

21 Therefore, putting aside all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the
word implanted, which is able to save your souls. 22 But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not
merely hearers who delude themselves.
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e If anyone, Christian or not, attempts to work towards salvation on their own, they will be
rejected. We are fallen creatures that can only regain fellowship with God by the work of God
Himself. We can do nothing.

e Yet, we are to choose God. And once we choose God, we are to continue to choose God. We
are to live a life centered on God rather than centered on our self. This is how we live life by
the Spirit—we choose God and allow Him to lead us and guide us and change us. This path
will lead us down the road of good works, which God has prepared for us beforehand.

e We Christians are to demonstrate our faith by our works; we are to be doers of the Word and
not hearers only. We are to put our faith into action which will result in our faith being
brought to its goal. The goal of our faith is the salvation of our soul. If we do this, live our
lives faithfully obedient to the Spirit of God (who is the Word of God), then we will find
ourselves rewarded.

e If we do not choose this, but choose to separate our lives from our Creator, He will allow us to
do that, though He will never stop trying to get us to see the error of our ways. He never left
Israel when they strayed; He continued to pursue and entice them back to Himself. If we
never respond, then it is us who has left God; He has not left us. And as Israel experienced
dire consequences for their disobedience, so God warns us of the same. We would lose our
inheritance, which is the rest in the land, which is the opportunity to rule and reign in the
kingdom which is to come.

12). This message is still expected to be given today, to the only group of individuals on this earth
with the capacity for spiritual understanding—the Church. There is still to be a call to the saved to
repent (change your behaviors) because there is still yet a kingdom that is coming. That is the
message that we are to study, learn, live, teach and share. It is the message that Cornerstone
Christian Fellowship of Los Gatos teaches and wishes to make known to the Church today. It is a
message of love and compassion and fear and urgency, in the exact same manner as was Jesus’
message to His people the first time—love, mercy, compassion, fear, and urgency.

And when this message is condemned by those it was meant for, and rejected and ridiculed by those
it is being offered to, it shows that God’s people really haven’t changed. Israel rejected it the first
time, so therefore it is no surprise (yet oh so sorrowful) that the Church would reject it today—

Hebrews 6:6

..and then have fallen away, it is impossible to renew them again to repentance, since they again
crucify to themselves the Son of God and put Him to open shame.

REPENT, FOR THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS AT HAND.
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