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AFTER THE RESURRECTION 
MARCH 30, 2008 

 
We are going to be looking at the events that occurred surrounding Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection.  
I would say that most of us do not have a correct, working knowledge of the details of the most important 
event in Man’s history.  The Bible records it from many different points of view, all of which are inspired by the 
Holy Spirit, all to give us the perfect picture from God’s point of view.   The events surrounding the Cross have 
assured us that God’s plan of redemption is absolute and irrevocable.  Our belief in Jesus’ death has given us 
life everlasting.  Jesus’ resurrection has given us power over our flesh and cleansing from our sins—and 
absolute assurance that the inheritance IS reserved for us and IS ours for the taking. 

 

 

1).  It is AFTER Jesus removes the offer of the kingdom of heaven from Israel that He begins to speak about His 

suffering, His death, and His resurrection. 
  

Matt 16:21  
From that time Jesus began to show to His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many 
things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised the third day. 

 
 “From that time…”  From what time?  Let’s view the events leading up to this. 

 In Matthew Chapter 12, the leaders of God’s people—in front of the multitudes that are asking if Jesus 
is indeed the Son of David—attribute the work of the Christ, their Messiah, their Promised One, to 
Satan.  It is a line that is crossed that they cannot come back from. 

 Up until this point, Jesus’ message had to do with Israel and Israel only.  They were to see the signs, 
recognize the Messenger as God Himself in their midst, repent of their disobedience, and receive their 
King.  They were to receive the kingdom of the heavens.  Blessing to the Gentiles would have followed, 
through Israel. 

 But the leaders, and then subsequently the people, denied Him. 

 It is in Matthew Chapter 16 that the Lord first mentions His Church (GET THAT).   
 

Matthew 16:13-18 
13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, He began asking His disciples, 
saying, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the 
Baptist; and others, Elijah; but still others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to 
them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 And Simon Peter answered and said, “Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus answered and said to him, “Blessed are you, 
Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in 
heaven. 18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; 
and the gates of Hades shall not overpower it.” 
 

 The Lord’s Church is to be built on the revelation from above that He is the Christ, the Son of the living 
God.   The Church will be built on the information that was contained within the Old 
Testament…everything having to do with the Messiah that Israel was expecting and was to receive.  
We must understand this. 

 

 The building of this Church would require a Divine act of creation.  Jesus begins to focus the disciples’ 
attention on His suffering at the hands of the religious leaders, His death that would follow, 
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culminating in His resurrection on the third day.  With the foreknowledge of God Himself, since Jesus is 
God in the flesh, He begins to speak of these things because the new creative act necessary to bring 
about the “new nation” would be patterned after Adam, who was put into a deep sleep in order to 
form the “Woman.” 

 

 The actual statement concerning the Kingdom of the Heavens being taken from Israel and given to a 
new nation is not made until the final week of the Lord’s earthly ministry.  

Matt 21:43 "Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken from you and given to 
a nation bearing the fruits of it.  
 

 The statement is not made until this point to allow for the events that unfolded on the day 
we know as Palm Sunday.  Repeating…Jesus essentially took away the heavenly portion of 
the kingdom from Israel because the leaders, who were supposed to lead the people into 
the truth, denied the work of God Himself and led the people into disbelief by saying, 
(paraphrasing) “This is not God, this is Satan.”  This was unforgivable.  However, Jesus does 
not make the public proclamation until after He enters the city of Jerusalem, for He 
needed to allow certain events to unfold.  Let’s look at these events. 

 

2).  The Lord’s entrance into Jerusalem on that day paralleled the coronation day of David’s son, Solomon – 

the one whose kingdom was a picture of the splendor and glory of the Millennial Kingdom.  
1 Kings 1:32-35  
 And King David said, "Call to me Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the son of 
Jehoiada." So they came before the king. 33 The king also said to them, "Take with you the servants 
of your lord, and have Solomon my son ride on my own mule, and take him down to Gihon. 34 
"There let Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet anoint him king over Israel; and blow the horn, 
and say, 'Long live King Solomon!' 35 "Then you shall come up after him, and he shall come and sit 
on my throne, and he shall be king in my place. For I have appointed him to be ruler over Israel and 
Judah."  

 

 Christ, the greater son of David, enters Jerusalem on a donkey to the cries of –  
 

Matt 21:9"…Hosanna to the Son of David! 'Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!' 
Hosanna in the highest!"       

AND 
Mark 11:10 Blessed is the kingdom of our father David That comes in the name of the Lord!  

AND 
Luke 19:38…'Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the LORD!' Peace in heaven and glory in 
the highest!"  

AND 
John 12:13 …."Hosanna! 'Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!' The King of Israel!"  
 

 “Hosanna” means “save now.” 

 The echo of the promises made to David in 2 Samuel 7  and the words of the Messianic Psalm 118 
(vv.24-26, “This is the day which the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.  O Lord, do save, 
we beseech Thee; O Lord, we beseech Thee, do send prosperity!  Blessed is the one who comes in the 
name of the Lord.”) would have been resounding in Jewish ears.  

 There was the potential on this day for national repentance on the part of Israel, for the High Priest to 
have anointed Him King over Israel – for the horn to be blown and the declaration made – ‘Long live 
King Jesus’.  
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 This, however, did not happen.  But the events were the fulfillment of the prophecy given in Zechariah 
 Zechariah 9:9 "Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, 
your King is coming to you; He is just and having salvation, Lowly and riding on a donkey, A 
colt, the foal of a donkey.  
 

 The word ‘lowly’ means to be poor and afflicted – Jesus, although born King of the Jews, did not 
enter Jerusalem this day with the attributes of regality, but with the attributes of the suffering 
servant.  

 And here is something for us to consider –  

 His Deity was certain  

 His right to rulership was confirmed – not only through His lineage, but also through His 
encounter with Satan in the wilderness.  

 His message was clear – ‘Repent for the Kingdom of the heavens is at hand’.  

 And the message was attested to through signs wonders and miracles pointing to the 
spiritual healing available to Israel through the establishment of the Kingdom.  

 Yet here, in spite of the heading you may find in your Bible that describes this as ‘The Triumphal Entry’ 
– none of the gospel accounts, nor the fulfillment of our Zechariah prophecy point to triumph. There 
was no anointing as we saw with Solomon.  

 The only anointing we see in relation to Christ happens before this, when He is anointed 
with ‘costly oil of spikenard’ in preparation for His burial –  

John 12:7  
But Jesus said, "Let her alone; she has kept this for the day of My burial. 

 

 He had not come to Jerusalem to be crowned.  He came as the Passover Lamb to be tested and to 
be slain as the sinless sacrifice. In accordance with and fulfillment of that recorded in Isaiah 53. 

 

2.5). And as the Passover Lamb, Christ would be without blemish—  
 

Exodus 12:3  
"Speak to all the congregation of Israel, saying: 'On the tenth day of this month every man shall take 
for himself a lamb, according to the house of his father, a lamb for a household….5 'Your lamb shall 
be without blemish, a male of the first year. You may take it from the sheep or from the goats. 6 
'Now you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of the same month. Then the whole assembly of the 
congregation of Israel shall kill it at twilight.  
 

 We will see then that although Christ enters Jerusalem to the echo of Messianic rhetoric, His entry 
is really that of the Lamb, which is to be, according to the Law, set aside for four days to be 
observed, to make sure it is without blemish.  

 And it is during this time that He is tested, tried and proven to be without fault.  
Matt 21:23  
Now when He came into the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people confronted 
Him as He was teaching, and said, "By what authority are You doing these things? And who gave 
You this authority?"  
 
Matt 22:17-18  
"Tell us, therefore, what do You think? Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?" 18 But Jesus 
perceived their wickedness, and said, "Why do you test Me, you hypocrites?  

 
Matt 27:12-14  
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And while He was being accused by the chief priests and elders, He answered nothing. 13 Then 
Pilate said to Him, "Do You not hear how many things they testify against You?" 14 But He 
answered him not one word, so that the governor marveled greatly.  
 
Luke 23:13-15  
Then Pilate, when he had called together the chief priests, the rulers, and the people, 14 said to 
them, "You have brought this Man to me, as one who misleads the people. And indeed, having 
examined Him in your presence, I have found no fault in this Man concerning those things of 
which you accuse Him; 15 "no, neither did Herod, for I sent you back to him; and indeed nothing 
deserving of death has been done by Him. 
 

3).  Let’s look at another aspect of the crucifixion, as seen in Hebrews— 

Heb. 2:9  
But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, for the suffering of death crowned 
with glory and honor, that He, by the grace of God, might taste death for everyone.  

 

 In His “tasting of death for everyone” we need to realize that we are talking about something beyond 
just the physical process of dying. This is obvious due to the fact that beyond the cross people have 
continued to ‘die’.  

 Death, as we know from our foundational type in Adam, has to do with separation from God rather 
than ceasing to exist.  

 And difficult though it may be to comprehend, Jesus the Christ, as the Son of Man experienced that 
separation from God the Father that would have been ours in an eternal/everlasting context, on our 
behalf.  

 Just as in the type of Abraham and Isaac (on the same mount 2000 years previously), where the events 
of that sacrifice are played out between father and son alone – so in the antitype, where the events of 
the sacrifice at Calvary are played out between Father and Son alone shielded by the darkness that 
covered the land as Christ became sin for us –  

Matt 27:4-46 
Now from the sixth hour until the ninth hour there was darkness over all the land. 46 And 
about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, "Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?" 
that is, "My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?"  

 

 In Christ’s physical death there is also much for us to learn –  
 

Luke 23:46  
And when Jesus had cried out with a loud voice, He said, "Father, 'into Your hands I commit 
My spirit.'" Having said this, He breathed His last. 

AND 
 
 

Acts 2:29-31 
"Men and brethren, let me speak freely to you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead 
and buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 "Therefore, being a prophet, and knowing 
that God had sworn with an oath to him that of the fruit of his body, according to the flesh, 
He would raise up the Christ to sit on his throne, 31 "he, foreseeing this, spoke concerning 
the resurrection of the Christ, that His soul was not left in Hades, nor did His flesh see 
corruption.  

AND 
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John 19:40-42 
Then they took the body of Jesus, and bound it in strips of linen with the spices, as the 
custom of the Jews is to bury. 41 Now in the place where He was crucified there was a 
garden, and in the garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid. 42 So there they 
laid Jesus, because of the Jews' Preparation Day, for the tomb was nearby.  
 

 So then we see that the spirit goes to be with the Father, the soul goes to the place of the dead and 
the body goes to the tomb. 

o This occurs exactly the same for Christians.  When we die, our spirit goes with the Father, our 
soul goes to the place of the dead, and our body goes into the ground or tomb.  This is the 
state we remain in until the resurrection. 

 

4). Then following Christ’s death and burial comes His resurrection.  

 In that atomos of time spoken of in 1 Corinthians 15, all three parts of Christ that were separated at 
His physical death come together by the power of the Spirit…accompanied by earthquakes and the 
appearance of angels. 

 We also need to note that Christ’s resurrected body was the same body that had been crucified –  
Luke 24:39  
"Behold My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself. Handle Me and see, for a spirit does not 
have flesh and bones as you see I have." 40 When He had said this, He showed them His 
hands and His feet.  
 

 It is a body that also eats –  
Luke 24:41  
But while they still did not believe for joy, and marveled, He said to them, "Have you any 
food here?" 42 So they gave Him a piece of a broiled fish and some honeycomb. 43 And He 
took it and ate in their presence.  
 

 However, His resurrected body is capable of things His natural body never was –  
John 20:26  
And after eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the 
doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, "Peace to you!"  
 

 Let’s not think of this in the sense of walking through walls, but rather in the sense of being in one 
place one moment and the next instant being in another, with physical objects being no obstacle.  

 What has changed here is not the Lord’s body of flesh and bone, but the animating principle that gives 
life.  

o It is no longer the blood giving his body life, so to speak, as this blood had been poured out. 
Rather,  it is the Spirit animating Him now— 
1Peter 3:18  
For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God, 
being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit,  
 

 We find this distinction between the natural and the spiritual body described for us by Paul— 
1Corinthians 15:43-50 
It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. 44 It is 
sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body, and there is a 
spiritual body. 45 And so it is written, "The first man Adam became a living being." The last 
Adam became a life-giving spirit. 46 However, the spiritual is not first, but the natural, and 
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afterward the spiritual. 47 The first man was of the earth, made of dust; the second Man is 
the Lord from heaven. 48 As was the man of dust, so also are those who are made of dust; 
and as is the heavenly Man, so also are those who are heavenly. 49 And as we have borne 
the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly Man. 50 Now this 
I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption 
inherit incorruption.  

 
o And please note how this relates to Christians – ‘we shall also bear the image of the heavenly 

Man’  
 

 Again in 1John— 
I John 3:2 
Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but 
we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.  

 

 Our calling is a heavenly one, our inheritance is the Kingdom of the Heavens and the place from which 
we will rule with Christ during the Millennial Kingdom is that same Kingdom, therefore we also will 
have bodies of flesh and bone as we have now, but our life force will not be blood but the Spirit – we 
shall be like Him. 

 

5). The circumstances that we have just described with respect to spiritual bodies for the church, the body of 

Christ, will not be true for the nation Israel.  This relates to the Heavenly Kingdom alone.  

 Israel’s inheritance is on the earth, not in the heavens and as such they will rule on the earth, at the 
head of the nations, in bodies of flesh and bone and blood.  

Ezekiel 37:12  
"Therefore prophesy and say to them, 'Thus says the Lord GOD: "Behold, O My people, I will 
open your graves and cause you to come up from your graves, and bring you into the land of 
Israel.  
 

 This we also see in the type of Israel’s resurrection/restoration – the raising of Lazarus  
John 11:6-7, 43-44  
So, when He [Jesus] heard that he[Lazarus] was sick, He stayed two more days in the place 
where He was. 7 Then after this He said to the disciples, "Let us go to Judea again."….. 43 
Now when He had said these things, He cried with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come forth!" 44 
And he who had died came out bound hand and foot with graveclothes, and his face was 
wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, "Loose him, and let him go."  

 

 But we should not suppose that resurrected/restored Israel in bodies of flesh, bone and blood are 
separated from immortality. Remember Adam and the woman were created to live forever in just such 
a body. 

6).  Please note that following His resurrection, Jesus’ focus and His messages DO NOT CHANGE. For three 

years before His crucifixion Jesus proclaimed a message to the Jewish people concerning the Kingdom of the 
Heavens -  

Matthew 4:17 
From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand."  
 

 And following His resurrection— 
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Acts 1:1-3 
The former account I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, 2 
until the day in which He was taken up, after He through the Holy Spirit had given 
commandments to the apostles whom He had chosen, 3 to whom He also presented Himself 
alive after His suffering by many infallible proofs, being seen by them during forty days and 
speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God.  
 

7). However, things had changed from the way they were before the crucifixion in as far as the Church, the 

new nation, was now to be the recipient of the Kingdom of the Heavens. 

 Christ Himself, the King, was no longer going to remain on the earth, but was to ascend into heaven 
awaiting the time of His return.  

 The church, the new recipients of the offer of the kingdom of the heavens, was now to re-offer it to 
Israel.  Can you imagine how insulting that would have appeared to the Jews?  Gentiles, those that 
were formerly without a god and separated from Abraham’s promises?  Dogs, they were called.  But 
now, they were Abraham’s offspring and heirs according to the promise.  And God was using them by 
equipping them with miraculous signs in order to bring the nation of Israel to jealousy—and 
repentance. 

 Again, though, the nation as a whole rejected the offer by killing and persecuting the messengers.  And 
Israel, for a period of 2000 years, was set aside. 

 

 What we see then is that the promised healing for the nation will take place on the third day – the day 
following the two thousand year dispensation allotted to Israel, which is also the seventh day from 
Adam, the Sabbath Rest, the Millennial Kingdom.  

8).  Shifting the focus to the attached timeline, let’s again look at Christ’s resurrection.  He was raised on the 

third day.  What we see then is that the promised healing for the nation will take place on the third day – the 
day following the two thousand year dispensation allotted to Israel, which is also the seventh day from Adam, 
the Sabbath Rest, the Millennial Kingdom. 
 

 Jesus being raised on the third day speaks not only of the literal time between His crucifixion and His 
resurrection, but is also a sign pointing to the same third day/seventh day in which all of God’s 
firstborn sons will be raised.    

 It is this third day when the only begotten first born Son, the Lord Jesus Christ will become King of 
Kings and Lord of Lords.  

 It is on this coming THIRD DAY when Israel, God’s presently adopted firstborn son, will be raised and 
restored to receive the rights of the firstborn upon the earth.  

 It is on this coming THIRD DAY/SEVENTH DAY when those Christians found worthy at the Judgment 
Seat of Christ will be adopted as first born sons to receive the rights of the firstborn in relation to the 
heavenly portion of the Kingdom. 

 

9). That which happened to Jesus on the third day following His crucifixion was the most marvelous sign that 

was given to Israel. One that they have not yet understood, but will in the day they look upon the One they 
have pierced.  

Matt 12:39 
In reply Jesus told them: "An evil and faithless generation seeks a sign, and no sign will be 
given them except the sign of the prophet Jonah.  

 

 This statement is made immediately after the leaders ascribe Jesus’ healings to the work of Satan; 
when Jesus tells them that it will not be forgiven them “either in this age, or in the age to come.” 
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 Jonah refused to take the word of the Lord to Nineveh.  He was cast into the raging sea and swallowed 
by a great fish.  

Jonah 1:17  
Now the LORD had prepared a great fish to swallow Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the 
fish three days and three nights.  
 

 This is a picture of Israel, who over the centuries has refused to be obedient to the word of God in 
relation to bringing God’s message to the Gentiles.  Their refusal thereby prevented the blessing that 
was to flow to all of the families of the earth through them as God had promised Abraham –  

Genesis 22:18  
"In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My 
voice."  
 

 The events surrounding Jonah point to Israel being cast into the sea, cast into the Gentile nations, 
during the great tribulation, who will cry out to the Lord from the place of death, resulting in their 
being placed back in the land, taking the word of God to the Gentile nations, thereby pouring out 
God’s blessing on those nations when they hear His voice a second time.  

All of this taking place on the third day. 
 

o Jonah 2:1-2, 9-10 
Then Jonah prayed to the LORD his God from the fish's belly. 2 And he said: "I cried out to 
the LORD because of my affliction, And He answered me. "Out of the belly of Sheol I cried, 
And You heard my voice. ………9 But I will sacrifice to You With the voice of thanksgiving; I 
will pay what I have vowed. Salvation is of the LORD." 10 ¶So the LORD spoke to the fish, 
and it vomited Jonah onto dry land.  
 

 We would note that Jonah is a dual type – his three days in the fish’s belly portending Christ’s three 
days in the belly of the earth, with resurrection taking place on that third day.  

 

10).  And so in the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten first born Son, on the third day, 

we have a sign, as in Jonah, pointing to the resurrection of God’s adopted first born son, Israel on the third 
day… following the two days, the two thousand years, allotted to their dispensation – just as scripture says— 

Hosea 5:15 I will return again to My place Till they acknowledge their offense. Then they will seek 
My face; In their affliction they will earnestly seek Me." 6:1 ¶ Come, and let us return to the LORD; 
For He has torn, but He will heal us; He has stricken, but He will bind us up. 2 After two days He will 
revive us; On the third day He will raise us up, That we may live in His sight.  
 

 Jesus told the nation – 
 

Matt 23:39  
"for I say to you, you shall see Me no more till you say, 'Blessed is He who comes in the 
name of the LORD!'"  
 

 When the nation speaks these words again—the second time—(for they had said it the first time) 
Christ will not enter Jerusalem as the suffering servant, but as the Lion of the tribe of Judah.  

o We will remember the type of Joseph – rejected by his brothers and not recognized by 
them until their second meeting in the land of Egypt.  
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o And Moses rejected by his Jewish brothers who is not received and does not bring 
deliverance until he comes a second time.  

o And of course the foundational type of Cain and Abel. The brother of the flesh who 
murders the brother of the spirit.  

 
 In that Day Israel will be back in the land promised to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, at the head of the 

nations – those nations receiving God’s blessing through Israel –  
Zechariah 8:23  
"Thus says the LORD of hosts: 'In those days ten men from every language of the nations 
shall grasp the sleeve of a Jewish man, saying, "Let us go with you, for we have heard that 
God is with you."'"  
 

 For Israel of course this relates exclusively to the earthly portion of the Kingdom as the Heavenly 
portion was taken from them to be given to the new creation in Christ – those who are the seed of 
Abraham through faith.  

 

 Although the resurrection of Christ is not a sign for us in the same way that it is for Israel, it does make 
absolutely certain the coming of the Kingdom. As it will be following the two days, the two thousand 
years allotted to the church, where God is presently calling out a new people for His name— 

 
Acts 15:14  
"Simon has declared how God at the first visited the Gentiles to take out of them a people 
for His name.  
 

 Those comprising the new man in Christ will be raised (either by resurrection or rapture) on the third 
day.  Those found worthy from this group at the Judgment Seat will be adopted as first born sons to be 
co-heirs with Christ.  

 They will rule from the heavens over the Gentile nations on the earth—the double portion of the 
inheritance. 

 

11).  Now, taking a look at the events of Calvary  in direct connection with the change of the present system 

of rulership, we have this recorded of Christ in the book of First Peter— 
1Peter 3:18-20  
For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God, 
being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the Spirit, 19 in which also He went and 
preached to the spirits in prison, 20 who formerly were disobedient, when once the Divine 
longsuffering waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, 
that is, eight souls, were saved through water.  

 

 Let us understand some things from this scripture.  

 Firstly, Christ being ‘put to death in the flesh but made alive in the Spirit’ is specific.  Christ died in a 
natural body – a body of flesh and blood and bone – but was resurrected in a spiritual body. This was 
the same body of flesh and bone in which He died, but now animated, made alive, by the Spirit rather 
than blood. This is what we see here in v 18.  

 Now this is important because of what follows in v 19 – ‘in which He also went and preached to the 
spirits in prison’.   We should ask, “In which—IN WHAT—did He go and preach to the spirits in 
prison?”  It is taught by some that this occurred when the Lord’s soul was in the place of the dead, 
prior to the resurrection.  But that can’t be the case. 
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 To see the significance of this we would need to go to the original Greek language. I am not a Greek 
scholar so let me share with you what Arlen Chitwood, who is, has written about this in his book on 
Jude –  

The word “which” (v. 19) is a translation of the Greek relative pronoun “ho.” A rule 
of Greek grammar states that the relative pronoun must agree with its antecedent 
in both gender and number. “Ho” is a singular case form of the word which can be 
either masculine or neuter (both case forms in this instance are the same in the 
Greek text, but the feminine is different).The wording in verse eighteen, in the 
English text, would seem to allow for two possible antecedents to be considered: 
“flesh,” and “Spirit.” However, in the Greek text, “flesh” is a feminine word and thus 
cannot be the antecedent. “Spirit,” on the other hand, is a neuter word. 
Consequently, the antecedent of “which” can only be “Spirit” (a neuter relative 
pronoun agreeing with its neuter antecedent).  
 

 In other words, it is the resurrected Christ, in His resurrected spiritual body, who goes to preach to the 
spirits in prison.  

 This then is an event that takes place after His resurrection.  

 The spirits in prison are the fallen angels, who before the flood cohabited with the daughters of men 
for the purpose of corrupting the human race so that the promised Redeemer of Genesis 3:15 could 
not be born. Their prison being Tartarus, a section of Sheol, the place of the dead.   

 Now here is Christ, the Son of Man, the promised Redeemer who they tried to prevent standing before 
them.  

 And not only is He before them, but He is there in His resurrection body.  
 He has faced Satan face to face and proven Himself worthy to redeem that which Adam forfeited.  And 

through His death (and now standing in resurrection) He has not only made eternal redemption for the 
human race possible, but also for members of that race to join Him as coheirs, receiving their 
inheritance in the very realm which these angels left.  

Colossians 1:18  
And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the 
dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.  

AND 
Revelation 1:5  
…and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler over 
the kings of the earth. To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood,  

AND 
Hebrews 2:10  
For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things and by whom are all things, in bringing 
many sons to glory,  
 

12).  As for what Jesus preached to the spirits in prison? The word, of course.  

Preached = Greek word – kerusso = a proclamation  

 The word of itself has nothing to do with the message of salvation, nor could it within this context, as 
salvation is for the descendants of Adam only, not for angels –  

Hebrews 2:16  
For indeed He does not give aid to angels, but He does give aid to the seed of Abraham.  
 

 Scripture is silent on His proclamation, but it could only be in line with that to which His resurrected 
presence testified – to put it crudely – ‘you lost, I won – the game’s over’.  
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 For these fallen angels His resurrected presence signified continued imprisonment, awaiting inevitable 
judgment and eternal damnation.  

 And by extension, it declared to Satan and the rest of his angels that the change in the present system 
of rulership is guaranteed and that the many thousands of years of plotting, scheming, murder and 
mayhem have been of no avail.  

 His resurrected presence guaranteed that no matter what Satan does in these final years of his rule, 
nothing can prevent Christ and His coheirs taking the Kingdom of the heavens and Christ and Israel 
taking the earthly kingdom.  

 All that inevitably and unavoidably awaits him and the rest of the fallen angels now is eternity in - Matt 
25:41b…the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels:  

 

13). To recap, Christ appeared after His resurrection on the earth declaring His victory over death and 

demonstrating the certainty of His coming Kingdom.  

 And He appeared after His resurrection under the earth declaring as the Son of Man the inevitable 
fulfillment of God’s purpose for man’s creation – let them have dominion.  

 
Philippians 2:8-12 
And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the 
point of death, even the death of the cross. 9 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and 
given Him the name which is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 11 and 
that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 12 
¶ Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now 
much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 

 
Next week we will look at that which occurred on the Day of Pentecost, following Christ’s 40-day post-
resurrection ministry and His ascension to the Father.  Unfortunately, this is another event that is commonly 
misunderstood and misrepresented within Christianity today.  We will look at it in detail next week. 


